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port services and transition services and this,
that, the other thing. But in plain English,
what we’re trying to do is take people who
are battered and bruised and broken, but
who still have a lot of God’s grace left in
them, and find a way to bring all that back
to the surface and put their own lives back
more in their control.

I hope this new approach works. If it does,
it will be because of a lot of you out there
on the front-lines who are making it work,
like this fine and funny man of the cloth.
If it does, we will have given the American
people a good Christmas present.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. John Steinbruck, pas-
tor, Luther Place Memorial Church. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Message on the Observance of
Christmas
December 22, 1993

Warmest greetings to all who are celebrat-
ing Christmas in this season of hope.

Each year at this time, we gather together
with our loved ones. We teach our children
to believe that, with faith and hard work,
their dreams can come true. We reach out
to each other in caring and fellowship. We
look to the future with hope and always with
the most earnest of mankind’s prayers—the
prayer for peace. Thankfully, at this Christ-
mastime, we can joyously celebrate the re-
sults of our prayers.

Around the world, people are embracing
the promise of the post-Cold War era, throw-
ing off the shackles of tyranny and commit-
ting themselves to the ideals of democracy.
Old enemies who met for centuries on the
battlefield are now meeting on common
ground to discuss peace. In our own country,
many citizens are rededicating themselves to
improving their communities and to ending
the crime and violence that still threaten us.
This has indeed been a year worthy of the
Prince of Peace.

I have always believed that the Christmas
spirit of giving and caring joins children and
parents across the country and around the
world. This year, let us listen to the dreams
of our children and gain strength from their
idealism. On this holiday, let us reach out
to the people around us and work for a world
at peace.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a very merry Christmas.

Bill Clinton

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Telephone
Conversation With President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia
December 22, 1993

The President telephoned Russian Presi-
dent Yeltsin in Moscow this morning. The
two leaders spoke for 30 minutes.

The President offered his congratulations
to President Yeltsin and the Russian people
on the recent free and fair elections held in
Russia and on the adoption of a new constitu-
tion. President Yeltsin said that he and the
Russian Government intended to work well
and constructively with the new Parliament.

The two leaders discussed preparations for
their January meetings in Moscow, agreeing
that part of the agenda would include a re-
view of U.S.-Russian economic cooperation
to date. In this connection the President re-
affirmed strong U.S. support for economic
reform and democracy in Russia. President
Yeltsin confirmed his intention to continue
a firm course of economic reform in Russia.

The two Presidents also discussed foreign
policy issues that will be on the agenda for
their January meetings. They agreed on the
need to continue the cooperative tripartite
dialog with Ukraine, with the aim of resolving
the complex set of nuclear issues. President
Yeltsin affirmed that Russia had no intention
of interfering in the affairs of its neighbors.
The President reiterated the U.S. hope for
concrete movement on the question of the
withdrawal of Russian troops from Latvia and
Estonia.

VerDate 08-JUN-98 12:51 Jun 10, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P51DE4.022 INET01 PsN: INET01



2627Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Dec. 23

Appointment of Assistant to the
President and Deputy Chief of Staff
December 22, 1993

The President and Chief of Staff Thomas
F. ‘‘Mack’’ McLarty today announced the ap-
pointment of Harold Ickes to be Assistant
to the President and Deputy Chief of Staff,
reporting to Mr. McLarty. In that capacity,
Ickes will have major responsibility for efforts
to enact the health security act next year.

The President made the following state-
ment:

‘‘I am pleased that my good friend Harold
Ickes will be joining our team. Harold com-
bines a savvy political sense, honed by years
of experience in national politics, with a deep
commitment to improving the lives of aver-
age citizens. I admire his insight and his
sharp wit.’’

Nomination for Director of the
United States Mint
December 22, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Phillip N. Diehl, until re-
cently the Chief of Staff at the Department
of the Treasury, to be the Director of the
U.S. Mint.

‘‘As a senior member of Secretary Bent-
sen’s staff, both in the Senate and at the
Treasury, and during his service in Texas’
State Government, Phil Diehl has distin-
guished himself as a public servant of high
quality,’’ said the President. ‘‘He has the skills
and experience that it takes to be an effective
manager of the U.S. Mint.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Deputy
Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks
December 22, 1993

The President announced today that he
will nominate Michael K. Kirk to be the Dep-

uty Commissioner of Patents and Trade-
marks at the Department of Commerce.

‘‘Michael Kirk has a long record of public
service at the Patent and Trademark Office.
I am confident that he will do well as Deputy
Commissioner.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Executive Order 12886—
Adjustments of Rates of Pay and
Allowances for the Uniformed
Services
December 23, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including section
601 of Public Law 103–160, it is hereby or-
dered as follows:

Section 1. The rates of monthly basic pay
(37 U.S.C. 203(a)), the rates of basic allow-
ances for subsistence (37 U.S.C. 402), and
the rates of basic allowances for quarters (37
U.S.C. 403(a)) for members of the uniformed
services are adjusted as set forth on the
schedule attached hereto and made a part
hereof.

Sec. 2. The adjustments in rates of month-
ly basic pay and allowances for subsistence
and quarters set forth on the attached sched-
ule are effective on January 1, 1994.

Sec. 3. Section 4 and Schedule 8 of Execu-
tive Order No. 12826 of December 30, 1992,
are superseded.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 23, 1993.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:57 a.m., December 27, 1993]

NOTE: This Executive order and the attached an-
nexes will be published in the Federal Register
on December 28.
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